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Rembachen’s Dedication
to HisChurch isUnique

Dear Beloved in Jesus Christ,

“For we are that he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life”. (Ephesians 2:10)

Giving, touching other’slives, expanding the circle of our concerntoinclude
others, being authentic, and being always open to receiving aswell as giving-
it's agood description of many of the most amazing wonderful peoplein this
world ...one among them is Joseph Rembachan.

| recollect thefirst time | met Joseph Rembachan when | wasall of 12 years
old. | remember being enamored by his larger than life yet down to earth
personality. This down to earth personality has made me to admire and
appreciate him even more over the years.

| have alwaysidolized his dedication and sincerity towards the Church and
hisspiritual duties. | remember with fondness our routine visitsto Reverend Fr.
K. M. George's house and the deeply reflective conversations which have
never failed to etch into my heart, the prominence that Rembachan placesin his
relationship with God.

Rembachan is also privy to some of the most sacred rituals of the Church.
His serene demeanor is testament to the spiritual halo that surrounds his very
being. | am honored to bear witnessto 50 Years of Rembachan’s Spiritual service
to the Church and Society and offer my most humble obeisance to hislife and
ministry.

JACOB MATHEW (JOJO)
Managing Committee Member

1JULY 2020
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A Spiritual Tree

Dr. Joseph Mar Dionysius Metropolitan

We areindeed very happy to know that God Almighty has helped Very Rev.
K. V. Joseph Ramban to cel ebrate the Golden Jubilee of hispriestly ordination.
We offer heartfelt congratulations to Very Rev. K. V. Joseph Ramban for the
long and dedicated ministry, which has been successfully directed to the Glory
of God, welfare of the people and devel opment of the Church.

Joseph Rambachan isundoubtedly awarm and friendly person with adeep
love of God. Simplicity can be pointed out as hisforemost striking trait. If there
is anything which surpasses his simplicity, it is nothing other than spirituality.
We can vouch for the fact that Rambachen is a pious and deeply spiritua
person. His spirituality stemsout from thetwin springs of asceticism and patristic
traditions. Everyone knows that even before becoming a Ramban (Professed
monk), he had been leading an austere ascetic way of life. He strives to ‘be
perfect as the Heavenly Father is perfect’ and for this he has made his ascetic
vows as perfect tools.

The second source of Rambachan’s devoted life can be traced to the deep
rooted patristic traditions or in other words, the spirituality handed over by the
saintly Fathers of the Church. Being the Secretary of HisHolinessAugen Bava
had helped Joseph Rambachan to plant his spiritual tree on the banks of the
river of the grate holy tradition of our spiritual Fathers. He nourished his spiri-
tual tree with the pure water of devotion as portrayed by Augen Bava.

Rambachan has been serving the Church very diligently in various capaci-
ties such as Manager of Orthodox Theological Seminary (Pazhaya Seminary)

Kottayam Sabha Managi n? Committee Member twice and Asst. Manager of
Parumala Seminary apart from having served

different parishesasVicar. In spite of thevari- %=
ous capacities he had held and his long experi-
ence in Church ministry, Rambachan is very
humble and ensures that Bishops, priests and
faithful aretreated with utmost respect and care.
We pray that the Church and Society continue |
to receive the selfless services of Rambachan |
for many decadesto come and God Almighty to
use him abundantly for His Ministry.
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A Tributeto
An Exemplary Servant of God

Dr. Youhanon Mar Demetrios Metropolitan

Itisnot frequent in lifeto establish arelationship with a person who
is dedicated to God and sincerely affectionate to all hisfriends. Such a
person isVery Revd. Ramban Joseph, currently serving asthe Assistant
Manager of the St. Paul’s and St. Peter’s Orthodox Church, Parumala
who is celebrating thefiftieth sacerdotal anniversary on 4™ July, 2020. |
write this article as a personal tribute to Very Revd. Ramban Joseph’s
dedicated services to God and the Church during the past five decades
and tender my prayers and wishes that Almighty God will continue to
shower Hisblessings on him to enjoy Hisblessingsin the many yearsto
come.

It wasin 1995 that | made my actual acquaintance with the then Fr.
K.V. Joseph, as he assumed charge of the Old Seminary and itsholdings
as its Manager. It was only subsequent to my life at the Orthodox
Theological Seminary, Kottayam that | had come to know the priestsin
Kottayam, which would explain why | had not made Fr. Joseph's
acquaintance before. The year was a milestone in my life too, as | had
been appointed as the Warden of the Seminary and therefore had to be
closely involved with the Manager of the Old Seminary for various
reasons. It was my happy experience to come to know Fr. Joseph better
during the eleven years that he served as the OTS Manager, which
relationship has been strengthened over the years as he remitted the
manageria post at OTS to take on responsibilities at other important
posts of the Church. Thisstrong and affectionate rel ationship is attested
by Ramban Joseph whenever | spend a day or two at the Parumala
Seminary. The moment he comesto know of my arrival, he takes every
effort to come to my room to enquire after my welfare. It is avisit |
always treasure and look forward to whenever | visit Parumala.

I would like to sharewith the readers of thisbook why my relationship
with Ramban Joseph isone treasure. Asnoted above, it was hisarrival
at OTS, Kottayam that provided me the first opportunity to get to know
him. It was impossible not to notice Fr. Joseph’s dedication to God. For
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him, that dedication was translated into how he conducted himself as
Manager of OTS and conducted the services at the Seminary Chapel. It
struck youthat intermsof financial stewardship hebelonged to adifferent
school, careful in allocating the resources and produce of the OTS, even
if it was for the requirements of the Seminary Mess. At that time, the
sessions of the Holy Synod used to be conducted in the Chapel of the
Sophia Centre. The members of the Holy Synod being fewer in those
days, it was the duty of the OTS Manager to arrange the meals for the
metropolitans. Here too his careful supervision ensured that while the
food was good and tasty, lavish expenditurewas curtailed. Somewould
even call him frugal. But Fr. Joseph had grown up in circumstances
wherefinancia constraintsand questionableavailahility of food had taught
him to be a good steward of resources, which he displayed during his
tenure as Manager of OTS, Kottayam. For him it was better to err on
the side of caution rather than to have surplus, especially when it came
tofood.

Perhaps, for me, that was one of the first traits of Fr. Joseph that
caught my attention. Coming from a context where fiscal control was
often overlooked when it cameto arranging receptionsfor public events
and Church mestings, it was an important lesson that | learned from
him. | still recall hisinstructions as| made arrangementsfor the service
to declare Vattesseril Mar Dionysius as a Saint of the Malankara
Orthodox Church. | had been entrusted to make the necessary
arrangements at the Seminary for the people who would bein attendance.
After one of the preparatory meetings with the various representatives
held at Sophia Centre, he told me very emphatically: “Achen, by all
means do expend whatever is necessary, but do not be wasteful.” It
was aguiding principlethat Fr. Joseph had adhered to all hislifeand one
he imparted to me with the same care and commitment. Asisobvious, |
have never forgotten that important lesson.

That wasthe hallmark of how he allocated the Old Seminary resources
for the OTS Mess. Asameasure to control mess expenditure, it wasthe
practise to provide coconuts and other produce to the students, albeit at
subsidised rates. It was not easy task to get Fr. Joseph to provide them.
And students approached him with trepidation to bring the mess
reguirements to his notice. Not only did be appear quite brusque but he
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would chew out the studentsif they had not made the proper calculations.
It was a good experience in management for the students as they were
given on-the-job training as to how to utilise hard-earned resources.

But no one was fooled by this exterior appearance. There was not
one single student who doubted his affection for the members of the
OTS community, whether it was faculty, student or staff. You would
hear a student recall his encounter with ‘Manager Achen’ but such
recollectionswere usually concluded with an observation that al thishid
an affectionate heart. Fr. Joseph could recall the names of most of the
students, afeat that was difficult to replicate, even for the faculty who
interacted with them on a closer basis. Even when he would chastise
the studentsfor raiding the mango trees, the jackfruit trees and the banana
trees, it waswith the reserve that reveal ed his belief that boyswould be
boys. So before he reprimanded the student, it would only be after he
had addressed them by their first name. One fact clearly emerged-even
while chastising, he did so with a heartfelt affection.

| corroborate this with an instance from my own experience. | had
suffered a fracture of the tibia and fibula of my right leg in 2006. As a
consequence, | was convalescing at home since | could not carry out
my responsibilities at the Seminary. And this period was for a month,
during which | was on crutches and limited movement. My activities
involved reading and watching TV, the tedium of this which stood in
stark contrast to the engagements and activities at the Seminary. It was
while | was locked into this quite prosaic lifestyle, that one morning |
saw Fr. Joseph arriving at my house in Kollam. It is a three-hour trip
from Kottayam to Kollam by train, which meant he must have set out at
least by 6:00 a.m. to have reached my house at 9:30 am. Having heard
of my accident and need to rest at home, he had taken the trouble to
come and pay me a visit. Of course, he had visited me at the hospital
after my surgery; but thiswas in addition to that. While thiswas quite
an unexpected visit, it was in complete conformity to the Fr. Joseph’s
affectionate nature. So, Fr.Joseph spent the better part of the day, updating
me on the events at the Seminary and adding his prayers and best wishes
for my speedy recovery and return to the Seminary. | cite thisincident
mainly to impress on the readers the depth of his affection for those he
holdsdear.
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Fr. Joseph's dedication to God was yet another trait that was in
evidenceto al at the Seminary. It was not of the kind that was blatantly
displayed, but onethat coloured all hedid, beit attendance at the prayers
or theliturgy in the Seminary Chapel. Every morning he would appear
with clock-work punctuality for the night prayers, raising his prayerful
praiseto God in hisinimitable styleand so washis participationin al the
other services. More noticeable was his celebration of the holy liturgy,
where one could see his dedication and commitment to God and the
Church. Needless to say, one flowed from the other. Fr. Joseph could
not be hurried into completing the liturgy by the demands of Sunday
leisure. Hewould painstakingly prepare himself for the celebration with
an extended thuyobo , offer the Eucharist in a most careful manner,
especially recalling each person who had to be remembered and
concluding with the huthomo. And then to top it off, there would be the
announcements, afeaturethat heloved to do. But while most would fret
at the time involved, for Fr. Joseph, this was all how he offered the
Eucharist to God and somehow that sincerity rubbed off on the
participants.

After histenure at the Old Seminary, Fr. Joseph moved to his present
position as an Assistant Manager at Parumala. As | had noted above,
the moment he heard that | had arrived there, he would come over to
ensure that al my requirements were attended to and to affectionately
enquire after my health. And my visits to Parumala have been made all
that more memorable because of the opportunity to see and meet once
more this wonderful and dedicated Servant of God. After he assumed
this position, Fr. Joseph was professed as a Ramban in 2009, a position

for which he is eminently qualified, seeing that his entire life has been
characterised by dedication to God, prayer

and a style sustained only by what is
necessary.

| thank God that He has brought into my
life such an unforgettabl e Servant of God, a
virtual treasure to the Malankara Orthodox
Church. In the yearsto come, | continue to
offer my prayers that God will abundantly
shower Hisblessingson Very Revd. Ramban
Joseph so that the Church and all thosewho
love and cherish himwill continueto derive
joy and blessingsfrom him.
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